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Paying tribute to Peggy Lee on
her new album, I Like Men,
Welsman captures the late
chanteuse’s easy wit and
piercing emotional clarity:
The latter quality is especially
evident on her exquisitely
understated piano-and-voice
reading of this Jerome Kern/
Oscar Hammerstein Il classic.
— Elysa Gardner

the playlist

USA TODAY"s music critic Elysa Gardner highlights
10 intriguing tracks found during the week's listening.

Manos Al Aire Furtado is at her sensual, feisty best on
Nelly Furtado this driving first single from her Spanish-
language album, Mi Plan.

* Take These Chains  The country standard, included on

Rosanne Cash The List, becomes a showcase for Cash's
earthy vocal prowess.

Fugitive The shimmering, soaring first track
David Gray ensures that Gray's Draw The Line

- kicks off with a bang.
Nobody’s Off A gorgeously plangent live version of
the Hook Wainwright's ballad is on Milwaukee
Rufus Wainwright  atLast!!!.
Charmed Life Williams' sweet and simple tune, with
Joy Williams its twinkling chorus, is a highlight of the

compilation Ten Out of Tenn Volume 3.

Some OtherTime  The Leonard Bernstein/Betty Comden/
Barbra Streisand Adolph Green gem finds Streisand's

interpretive powers in full force,
Why Try to Change  Apple sounds compellingly shaken and
Me Now stirred on this selection from the Cy .
Fiona Apple Coleman tribute The Best [s Yet to Come.
Silver Dagger Baez's famous, silvery version of the folk
Joan Baez ballad is featured on the soundtrack for

How Sweet the Sound, out next Tuesday.
I've Been Lovin Soul singing doesn't get more achingly

You Too Long pure than on this golden oldie, available
Otis Redding on The Best See & Hear (Oct. 20).
Cherish One of the most beatific pop singles

Madonna ever, now on the two-disc Celebration.



She Likes Men: I like Carol Welsman
CD Review

November 11th, 2009 by dwboynton | Posted in Reviews |
http://girlsingers.org/?p=770

Carol Welsman — I Like Men! Reflections of Miss Peggy Lee (Welcar Music)
Released — August 17, 2009

To crack open the Peggy Lee songbook is a tall order. Will this version of that song
replace the one that’s already in my head? So much of Miss Lee’s material is so indelibly
hers that a project like this seems risky.

Canadian singer-pianist Carol Welsman says Miss Lee was a favorite of her musician
father, who “...drew a lot of comparisons with me when I was starting out, because |
never had the big vibrato, always had a cooler sound, and he thought that she was the best
person to follow.”

And, indeed, there are favorable comparisons to be made. Ms. Welsman’s style has
always leaned toward the “cool,” and when she wants to, she’s spot on in evoking Miss
Lee’s phrasing, even if she doesn’t display the same constant command. In that regard, I
think she actually displays more range in interpreting the lyrics than Miss Lee. And that
may be a conversation for another day.

Much of the material is not in the top ten of Ms. Lee’s songbook, which may be a good
thing — because it allows Ms. Welsman to avoid the direct comparisons. And yet Ms.
Welsman doesn’t shy away from three that are very much in the songbook — “I Love
Being Here With You,” along with “Why Don’t You Do Right,” and of course the must-
have “Fever,” which Ms. Welsman makes more playful than commanding. The lone
original tune on the disc — “Dance On Your Own” — was co-written by Ms. Welsman.
Fooled me, until I read the credits. Fits right in.

The backing band does not overpower — and there are great solo turns for the other sides
of Ms. Welsman’s talent both on the keyboard — and vocalese on Cole Porter’s “Just One
Of Those Things.”

I’m not going to forget Peggy Lee with any of these. But that’s not the point. I will
remember this Carol Welsman disc as a well-conceived and perfectly executed tribute.
It’s going to be in heavy rotation on the iPod for some time to come, and I recommend
this disc very highly.
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