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To crack open the Peggy Lee songbook is a tall order. Will this version of that song 
replace the one that’s already in my head? So much of Miss Lee’s material is so indelibly 
hers that a project like this seems risky. 
 
Canadian singer-pianist Carol Welsman says Miss Lee was a favorite of her musician 
father, who “…drew a lot of comparisons with me when I was starting out, because I 
never had the big vibrato, always had a cooler sound, and he thought that she was the best 
person to follow.” 
 
And, indeed, there are favorable comparisons to be made. Ms. Welsman’s style has 
always leaned toward the “cool,” and when she wants to, she’s spot on in evoking Miss 
Lee’s phrasing, even if she doesn’t display the same constant command.  In that regard, I 
think she actually displays more range in interpreting the lyrics than Miss Lee.  And that 
may be a conversation for another day. 
 
Much of the material is not in the top ten of Ms. Lee’s songbook, which may be a good 
thing – because it allows Ms. Welsman to avoid the direct comparisons.  And yet Ms. 
Welsman doesn’t shy away from three that are very much in the songbook – “I Love 
Being Here With You,” along with “Why Don’t You Do Right,” and of course the must-
have “Fever,” which Ms. Welsman makes more playful than commanding. The lone 
original tune on the disc – “Dance On Your Own” – was co-written by Ms. Welsman. 
Fooled me, until I read the credits. Fits right in. 
 
The backing band does not overpower – and there are great solo turns for the other sides 
of Ms. Welsman’s talent both on the keyboard – and vocalese on Cole Porter’s “Just One 
Of Those Things.” 
 
I’m not going to forget Peggy Lee with any of these. But that’s not the point. I will 
remember this Carol Welsman disc as a well-conceived and perfectly executed tribute. 
It’s going to be in heavy rotation on the iPod for some time to come, and I recommend 
this disc very highly. 
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